UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of
The Securities Exchange Act of 1934
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported)

May 5, 2017

CAPRICOR THERAPEUTICS, INC.

(Exact name of Registrant as Specified in its Charter)

Delaware 001-34058
(State or other jurisdiction (Commission
of incorporation) File Number)

8840 Wilshire Blvd., 2nd Floor, Beverly Hills, CA
(Address of principal executive offices)

(310) 358-3200
(Registrant’s telephone number, including area code)

Not Applicable
(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)

88-0363465
(L.R.S. Employer
Identification No.)

90211
(Zip Code)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following provisions:

O

O

O

O

Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (17 CFR §230.405) or Rule 12b-2 of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (17 CFR §240.12b-2).

Emerging growth company [J

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new or revised financial
accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. O




Item 1.01. Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.
Private Placement

On May 5, 2017, Capricor Therapeutics, Inc. (the “Company”) entered into Subscription Agreements (the “Subscription Agreements”) with certain accredited investors (the
“Investors”), pursuant to which the Company became obligated to sell to the Investors, and the Investors became obligated to purchase from the Company, in a private
placement (the “Private Placement”), an aggregate of 1,196,291 shares (the “Shares”) of the common stock of the Company, par value $0.001 per share (the “Common Stock™),
at a price per Share of $3.10 for an aggregate purchase price of approximately $3.7 million (the “Purchase Price”).

In connection with the Private Placement, the Company also entered into a Registration Rights Agreement with the Investors (the “Registration Rights Agreement”). Pursuant to
the terms of the Registration Rights Agreement, the Company is obligated (i) to prepare and file with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) a registration
statement (the “Registration Statement”) to register for resale the Shares, and (ii) to use its reasonable best efforts to cause the Registration Statement to be declared effective by
the SEC as soon as practicable, in each case subject to certain deadlines. The Company will be required to pay to each Investor liquidated damages equal to 1.0% of the
aggregate purchase price paid by such Investor pursuant to the Subscription Agreements for the Shares per month (up to a cap of 10.0%) if it does not meet certain obligations
with respect to the registration of the Shares, subject to certain conditions.

Item 3.02. Unregistered Sales of Equity Securities.
The information contained in Item 1.01 of this Current Report on Form 8-K is incorporated by reference into this Item 3.02 in its entirety. The Shares were offered and will be
sold in transactions exempt from registration under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), in reliance on Section 4(a)(2) of the Securities Act and Rule
506 of Regulation D promulgated under the Securities Act and the corresponding provisions of state securities or “blue sky” laws. Each Investor represented that it was an
“accredited investor,” as defined in Regulation D, and is acquiring the Shares for investment only and not with a view towards, or for resale in connection with, the public sale
or distribution thereof. The Shares have not been registered under the Securities Act and such Shares may not be offered or sold in the United States absent registration or an
exemption from registration under the Securities Act and any applicable state securities laws. Neither this Current Report on Form 8-K nor the exhibit attached hereto is an offer
to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy shares of Common Stock or other securities of the Company.
Item 8.01. Other Events.
On May 8, 2017, the Company issued the press release attached as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K regarding the Private Placement.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits.

Exhibit Number Description

99.1 Press Release issued by Capricor Therapeutics, Inc. on May 8, 2017, announcing the Private Placement.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned,
hereunto duly authorized.

CAPRICOR THERAPEUTICS, INC.
Date: May 8, 2017 By: /s/ Linda Marban, Ph.D.

Linda Marban, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
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Capricor Therapeutics Announces Private Placement of Common Stock

Investors Include Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and Select Board Members

LOS ANGELES, May 8, 2017 — Capricor Therapeutics, Inc. (NASDAQ: CAPR), a clinical-stage biotechnology company developing first-in-class biological therapies for
cardiac and other medical conditions, today announced that it has signed definitive agreements for the sale of approximately $3.7 million of the Company’s common stock with
certain accredited investors. The private placement is being led by Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and includes select members of the Company’s Board of Directors.

The investors have agreed to purchase 1,196,291 shares of common stock at a price of $3.10 per share. Gross proceeds from the private placement are expected to be
approximately $3.7 million. The closing of the offering is expected to take place on or about May 10, 2017.

The Company expects to use the proceeds from the transaction primarily to advance its portfolio of product candidates and for general corporate purposes.

The offer and sale of the foregoing securities are being made in a transaction not involving a public offering and have not been registered under the Securities Act of 1933, as
amended (the “Securities Act”), or applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the securities may not be reoffered or resold in the United States except pursuant to an effective

registration statement or an applicable exemption from the registration requirements of the Securities Act and such applicable state securities laws. As part of the transaction, the
Company has agreed to file a registration statement with the Securities and Exchange Commission for purposes of registering the resale by the investors of the shares of
common stock purchased by such investors.

This press release is issued pursuant to Rule 135¢ under the Securities Act and does not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy the securities, nor shall
there be any sale of the securities in any state in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful prior to the registration or qualification under the securities laws of such
state. Any offering of the securities under the resale registration statement will only be by means of a prospectus.

About Capricor Therapeutics

Capricor Therapeutics, Inc. (NASDAQ: CAPR) is a clinical-stage biotechnology company developing first-in-class biological therapies for cardiac and other medical
conditions. Capricor's lead candidate, CAP-1002, is a cell-based candidate currently in clinical development for the treatment of Duchenne muscular dystrophy, myocardial
infarction (heart attack), and heart failure. Capricor is exploring the potential of CAP-2003, a cell-free, exosome-based candidate, to treat a variety of disorders. For more
information, visit www.capricor.com.
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Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements

Statements in this press release regarding the efficacy, safety, and intended utilization of Capricor's product candidates; the initiation, conduct, size, timing and results of
discovery efforts and clinical trials; the pace of enrollment of clinical trials; plans regarding regulatory filings, future research and clinical trials; plans regarding current and
future collaborative activities and the ownership of commercial rights,; scope, duration, validity and enforceability of intellectual property rights; future royalty streams,
expectations with respect to the expected use of proceeds from the recently completed offerings and the anticipated effects of the offerings, and any other statements about
Capricor's management team's future expectations, beliefs, goals, plans or prospects constitute forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Any statements that are not statements of historical fact (including statements containing the words "believes,” "plans," "could," "anticipates,"
"expects," "estimates,” "should,"” "target,” "will," "would" and similar expressions) should also be considered to be forward-looking statements. There are a number of
important factors that could cause actual results or events to differ materially from those indicated by such forward-looking statements. More information about these and
other risks that may impact Capricor's business is set forth in Capricor's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2016, as filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission on March 16, 2017, and in its Registration Statement on Form S-3, as filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on September 28, 2015,
together with prospectus supplements thereto. All forward-looking statements in this press release are based on information available to Capricor as of the date hereof, and
Capricor assumes no obligation to update these forward-looking statements.

CAP-1002 is an Investigational New Drug and is not approved for any indications. Capricor's exosomes technology, including CAP-2003, has not yet been approved for
clinical investigation.

For more information, please contact:

Corporate

Capricor Therapeutics, Inc.

AJ Bergmann, Vice President of Finance
+1-310-358-3200
abergmann(@capricor.com

Investor Relations

Argot Partners

Kimberly Minarovich
+1-212-600-1902
kimberly@argotpartners.com




